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Chris  Fowler 




      Email: 

    
          csfowler@psu.edu 

      



Phone: 
814-863-1782


Office Address: 
321 Walker Building


Title: 
Associate Professor of Geography and Demography; Associate Faculty, Population Research Institute (PRI); Courtesy appointment in Demography


Associate Head of Undergraduate Programs


Director of The Peter R. Gould Center for Geography Education and Outreach; Co-Director of GeoGraphics Lab


Unit: 
Department of Geography
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Expertise: 
	inequality
	population
	scale
	economic
	urban
	race
	segregation




Research Cluster: 
	Justice, Ethics, and Diversity
	Population, Environment, and Governance









At its core my research examines the way our choices about geographic boundaries shape the outcomes we are able to observe. I examine neighborhoods, school catchment areas, electoral districts, metropolitan areas, and labor markets with a focus on how these units of observation reflect the distribution of populations in space. My work focuses in particular on patterns of clustering and dispersal by race and income as these two characteristics can tell us a lot about inequality in economic, education, health, and political outcomes.


Some key applications of my current research are:


	How school districts change catchment areas to influence racial diversity within schools
	How changing the scale of congressional districts can influence the degree to which constituents get 'good' representation
	How uncertainty in the underlying data influences the designation of places as rural or metropolitan
	How effectively can we interpolate historical Census data into present day administrative units.



 


Previously my work has also focused on patterns of segregation and diversity at multiple scales, on clustering of economic activity, and on competitiveness among cities and across transportation networks.














  



  

    

   

  

 









    
        
            

                
    


    About

  
  
    	Who We Are
	Recognition
	Financial Aid

  






    Degree Programs

  
  
    	Undergraduate
	Certificates and Minors
	Graduate
	Online

  






    Research

  
  
    	Our Research Community
	Research Clusters
	Research Centers and Labs

  






    News & Events

  
  
    	News Articles
	Calendar of Events
	Penn State online campus map

  






    What Geographers Do

  
  
    	Geography Careers

  



  

            

            
                
    


    Student Experiences

  
  
    	Clubs and groups
	UROC
	The Gould Center
	GEORGE

  



  

              

     Quick Links 

   
    	Contact webmaster 
	Old Geography Website 
	Safety 
	College of EMS 
	Coronavirus Information 


  





                
                     Contact Us 

                    
                      Department of Geography
302 Walker Building
University Park, PA 16802
	Contact Us

                    

                

                
                     Engage with Us 

                    
                    	 [image: Twitter Page] 
	 [image: Youtube Page] 
	 [image: Linkedin Page] 
	 [image: Instagram Page] 



                

            

           
        

         
    

    

 
    
        
            
	© Penn State College of Earth and Mineral Sciences
	Privacy
	Non-discrimination
	Equal Opportunity
	Accessibility
	Copyright
	Login


        

    

     

  

